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Puinnica fe quantis attolletGloria Rebus. ire. 





Wedne/day, April 22, 1713. 


ears HE Gentleman, who doth ihe the Favour . 
, - to write -the following Letter, faith as 
. mach for himfelf as the Thing will bear. 

” . 1 am particularly pleafed to find, that in 
his Apolo for Punning he only celebrates the Art, 
as it is a Part of. Converfation: I ‘look upon pre- 
meditated Quibbles and-Punns committed to the 
Prefs as unpardonable Crimes.’ There is as much 
Difference betwixt thefe and-the Starts in comnion 
Difcourfe, as betwixt cafaal Rencounters, and Mur- 
der.with Malice Prapenfe. 


To NESTOR IRONSIDE, Ef; 


STR, - 


‘] Have, from your Writings, conceived fuch an 
* Opinion of your Benevolence to Mankind, 
¢ that I truft you wilt not fuffer any Art to be vili- 
* fied, which helps to polith and adorn us. J do 
* not-know any fort of Wit thathath been ufed fo 
* reproachfully as the Pass; and I perfuade my felf ' 
* that I thall merit your Efteem, by recommending 
* i¢ to your Proveétion ; fince there can be no great- 
* er Glory-to a'generous Soul than to Succour the 
‘ Diftreft. I fhall therefore, without further Pre- 
‘ face, offer to your Confideration the following ; 
* Modeft Apology for Punning ; wherein | thall make 
‘ ufe of: no double Meanings or Fquivocations : 
‘ Since I think it unneceflary to give it any other 
* Praifes than Truth and common Senfe, its pro- 
* feffed Enemies, are forced to grant. 

In order to make this.an ufeful Work, I hall 
* ftate the Nature and Extent of the Pann, [ fhall - 
* difcover the Advantages that flow. from it, the 
* Moral Virtues that it produces, and the Tendency .. 
¢ that it hath to promote Vigour of Bady,: and Eafe 
‘ofMind =. ; rat 

:* The Punn is defined by one, who feems to be - 
“no Well-wither to it, to be a Conceit ari 
* she ufe of two Words that agree in nd, 
* but differ in the Senfe. Now if this betheEffence . 
* of the Puno, how great muft we allow the Dig- 
© nity of it to be, when we confider that it takes 
‘in moft of the confiderable Parts of Learning! 
* For is it not moft certain, that all learned Dif- 
* putes are rather about Sounds than Senfe? Are not 
* the Controverfies of Divines about the different 


“ (Price Two Pence.) - 
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from 


‘. Interpretations of Terms? Are not the Difputati- 
© ons of Philofophers atout Words, and all ‘their 
* pompous Diftin@ions only fo many Unravelings’ 
* of Double Meanings? Whoever loft his Eftate in 
* Weftminfter-Hall, but complained: that he - was 
© Quibbled out of his Right ?, Or what Monarch e- 
* ver broke a. Treaty, but by: Virtue of Equivoca- 
* tion? In. fhort, fo great is the Excellence of this 
* Art, fo diffufive its Infilyence, that whea I goin-: 
* to a Library | fay to my felf, What Volumes. of 
© Punns do 1 bebold': When ¥ look upon the Men 
* of Bufinefs 1 cry out, How powerful is the Tribe 
© of the Quibblers! When, 1 fee Statefmen and Am- 
* bafladors, I retle&t, How fplendid is the Equipage of 
‘ the Quirk, in what Pomp do the Punfters appear | 

* Bat as there are, Serroxs-Punns, fuch as 1 have 
* jnftanced in, fo likewife there are Punns Comical. 
* Thefe are what I would recommend to my Coun- 
“try-men;. which I thall do-by difplaying the Ad+ 
* vantages flowing from thei..- 

‘. The firft Advantage of Punning, is, that it gives 
* us the Compafs_ of our own Language.. This.is 


' © yery obvious. For the great-Bufinef$ of the Pun- 
.* fleris to hunt out the feveral Words in our Tongue 


* that agree in Sound, and have various: Significati- 
‘ons. By this means he will-likewife-enter into 
* the Nicety, of Spelling,‘ an -Accomplifhment .re- 
* garded only by middling People, and much neg- 
erfons of great and no Quality.: This 
Error may produce, unneceffary Folio’s amongft 
* Grammarians, yet unborp; ,But -to, proceed. A 
* Man of Learning hath, in this manner of Wit, 
* great Advantages; asindeed, what Advantages do 
* pot. flow from Learning? If the Punn failsin Ex- 
© glifo, he may have {peedy Recourfe to the’ Latéz 
‘ or theGreek; and fo on. | haveknown Wonders 
performed by this Secret... J have heard the French 
* affifted by the German, the Dztch mingle with the 
‘ Jtalian, and where the Jingle: hath feemed defpe- 
* rate in the Greek, I have. known it revive-in the 
* Hebrew, My Friend, Dick Babel, hath often, to 
‘ fhow his Parts, ftarted a Conceit at the Equinodiial, — 
* and purfued it through all the Degrees of Latitude ; 
* and after he had punned round the Gtobe, hath 


© fate down like Alexander, and mourned that he 


* had no more Worlds to conquer. 


‘ Ano. 
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Pe Another Advantage in Panning is, that it ends 
© Difpates, ‘or what is gl ohe,, Panns Comical de- 
£, ftroy Punns Sersous. Any Man that drinks a Bot- 

tle knows very well, that about Zwelve, People 


often occafions Heats ad -birnings, amefs 

‘one of the utap EX fest d the Matter 

‘“with a Joke, “How often haye Aristotle and Car- 
$ sefins been reconciled by a merry Conceit, how 
* often have Whigs and Tories fhook Hands over 
* a Quibble, and the clafhing of Swords been pre- 
* vented by the Jin of Words? _, 

* Attention of Mind is another Benefit enjoyed 
© by Punfters: This-is difcoverable from the‘perpt- 
* tual Gape of the Company where-they dre, and 
* the earneft Defire to know what was fpoken laft, 
‘ if a Word efcapes any one at the Table. -] 
© muft add; thar quick Apprehenfion is required in 
* the Hearer, readily to take fomethings which. are 
* very far-fetched; as likewife great Vivacity in the 
* Performer, to reconcile diftant and even hoftile 
* Ideas by the meer Mimickry of Words, and Energy 
* of Sound. 

* Mirth or Good-humour is the laft Advantage, 
© that, outof a Million, I.thall produce to recom- 
* mend Punning. But this will more naturally fall 
* in, when I come to démonftrate its Operation tp- 
“ on the Mind and Body. : I thall. now difcover 
© what Moral Virtues it promotes, atid: fliall con- 







© tent my felf with Inftancing in thofe which every , 


© Reader will allow of. ° 


* A Punfter is adorned with Humility., Thisour. 
‘ Adverfaries will not deny; becaufe they hold it to. 
‘ be a Condefcenfion in any Man to trifle, ‘as they. 
* arrogantly call it, with Words. I mult however . 
‘ efs, for my own fhare, 1 never ‘puntied out | 
* of the Pride of my ‘Heart, rior. ‘did 1 ever know | 
* one of our Fraternity that fégmitd to be troubled - 


* with the Thirft of Gtory. -— 


© The Virtue called Urbanity by the Morutifts, 


* or a Courtly Behaviour, is tnuch cultivated ’by this 


* Science. For the whole Spirit of Urbariity con- , 
i y, and wha . 
* elfe if the Defign of the Panfter? grrr Mk ; 
¢ find fach Burfts of Laughter, fuch — ns of | 


© fifts in a Defire to pleafe the Com 


© the Sides, fach Contortions of the s, fuch 


© earneit Attempts torecover ttie dyiiig Lau 
¢ ing Affemblies;.as ‘Men of Common-Senfe ‘are 


¢ amazed at, aid Own they never felt. 
* But nothing mote'difplays it felf inthe Punfter, 


¢ than Juftice; the Qaeen ‘of allthe Virtues. Arthe . 
é cae every Performer hath his Dae. . 
4 


is ftruck at once, and-the Body recog- 
* nizes the Merit of each Joak by fudden and 
© micalEmotions. Indeéd how fhould it be other- 
© wife, where riot only Words, but even Syllables 
© have Juftice done them; where no Mah invades 
¢ the Right of another, bat with perfe& fnnocence 
* and Good-nature takes 4s much Delight in his 
© Neighbour’s Joy, as inhis own. ; 
_ © From ‘what'hath been advanced, it will eafily 
‘ , that this Science- contributes to | 


* former Precaution, advis’d your Heétical Readers 
* ¢@ affociate with thofe of our Brotherhood, who 
* are, ‘for the moft Patt, of a corpulent Make, and 
* a round vacant Countenance. It is natural the 


h, fach . 
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ieee A : Rete et eye ery ieee 
© next Morning, after a Merriment, to refle& how 
£ we behaved our felves the Night before: And I 
‘ appeal.to any one whether it will not occafion 
¢ greater.Peace of Mind to confider, oy : 
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‘only ben wing shar War wi 
ran a if he niles TS hother 
€ edithe Sdul is ur by 
© creafed his own Wealth by Fraud. As for 
¢ Health of Body, I.look upon Punning as a No 
¢ frum, a Medicina Gymuaftica, that throws off all 
¢ the bad Humonrs, and occafions fuch abrisk-Cir- . 
¢ culation of the Blood,: as keeps the ‘Lamp of 
‘ Life in a clear and conftant Flame. I fj 23 
© all Phyficians: to'do, - of Bayer’ me. A 
‘ Friénd of mine, who had the Ague this -Spring, 
* was, after the failiag of feveral Medicines and 
* Charms, advifed by meto enter fité a Courfe of 
* Quibbling. He threw his Ele@uaries. out at his 
© Window, and took ABRACADABRA offfrom 
* his Neck, and by the meer Force of Panning up- 
¢ on that long Magical Word, threw himfelf into 
‘ a fine breathing Sweat, and.a quiet Sleep. He is 
© now ina fair Way of Recovery, and fays pleafant- 
‘ly, he is lefs obliged to the Fefuites for their - 
* Powder, than for their Equivocation. ae 

* Sir, this is Wty Modeft Apology for Punning; 
‘ which I was the more encopraged to undertéke, 
* becaufe we have a learned Wniverfity where it § 
¢ is in Requelt, and [ am told that a famous . 
‘ ath given it Prote@ion. . It this. meets with En-. 
‘ couragement, I fhall write’a, Vindication of the: 
‘ Rebus, and do Jultice.to the, Conundrum, .1: have: 
© indeed looked phjlofophicatjy into their .Natares; 
‘and made a fort of Arbor Poxphyriana of the fe- : 
‘ ‘veral Subordinations and Divifions of Low Wer... 
‘ This the Ladies perhaps npay-not, underftand ; due’ 
‘ I thall thereby pive the Beaux an Opportunity of 
* fhowing their ‘ning. 1 am,. 


STR, 
with great Refpect, .. 
Your moft Obedient Humble Servant. 


ADFERTISEMENTS. 


Whereas on Monday,. ‘the 20th of this Inftért; 
was dropped a Diamond Ring, beoween :Sc. facres’s,. Covent-Gardean 
and Bloomsbury-Squere, . ing of 3 S:@ omy yer ie 
Perfon chat took fc up wilt’ ag i tO Mr. Rithard P.tha 
{mith, dppcfite ‘to St. Dunftans We Mall rective from im fh 


witha fine-Elziver Lettér, © Mes 
The Second Edition of New Mifteltatiebtis Poetts, 


with Five ‘Love ‘Lecteta ‘froth a Nuh to'a Cavalier,:done 


| This Duy is Pabtiti'a, ina’ nedt Potket Volame; 
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LONDON: Printed for F. Tinfon in the Strand’, atid Sold by §. 


A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements aretakenin. 171 3. 
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